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fuffiffiffiCLEAR
McDevitt students participate in bioaccoustics research with BC

BvCanie Sim
DAtrY NMSTAF

ALTHAM - Eighth
graders at McDevitt
Middle School are
Eing Nghfld oquip-
ment to coll€c't @tting-
edge wientiffc data this
tom in a pffttership
with B6!on Colegp.

As pdt of a $1.35 million glut
from the National Scieno fow-
detion, a group ofBsron College
sienti$s ud edu@toF is pilotiDg
a bioacoustiG cwiculu at
IUcDevitl

Using the me equipment s
research scientists, including
reording dmks, dirudonal mi-
oophones, headphonc ed deci-
bel mebB, students in Heidi Sil-
dina's sience clgom have
been @nducting audio rmrd-
inF ofbirds tving in the environ-

6pmrd bekgloud nois like
ta.ftc ud rusding 1e8ffi."You 

guys ee no longs j6t
leming sctm@, y@ e doing
sbn@," Ssdina iold hq stu-
den6 

"Not 
only e re edDglike

$ientists, re m brealing new
sientific frontieF. "

B6!on Colege htr d6igned the
bi@usti6 currtcuhD !o in-
prove students' udeFtsrding of
the |s of infomatio technolo

B/ in sien@, s well N tbeir w-
deFlsding of polontja.l c&@F
ln infomation tecl.mologr md the
$ien6

The biomustiG pmject ftrus-
6 on rcnt findings by sientisls
in the Netherlmds that bhds in
ubm mc sing at a higher pitch
&o their onesponding ryecies
in mal de8 to @mpeNate for
the ubient mise. The findings
were oublished in'Nature' in



snrdents recording birds around waltham
B|0ACCOIjST|CS,r}m B,
ddoqr.dytb€m€ tldtr&'.
sld lfcl|ad Bqntt. u e
Scant'pm[€$c of sd6m
ed'*iidm rnd lectDdflv at

. Bocon CotleF wtp b b;inc
4b prded -Thrt 

b whar G
d&lttg fc s[rdotrts. Thev
qre cdMrl8r€l dda"

Students will be uahztrc
ttptrroccdtrys rxng Riw;
E softw rlsrtsbpod by 6{i-
ent!ils st C6mll L.hdfcsty io
mEl''a tlE ned urg. nrc
softl|@ giE Sdflts r vi-
srl rgpre$nta{oD of the
slduu.

oIE of the go8b of th€ biq-
@usti6orrlrulmbbheb
stdents urdors8rd hw sd--
@tlis trt€rpret , thhEs that
w[Dt bo str A a shll s-
dents N lest€d on dultu
tr{CASm--Crrl|fal 

lntcrprctadm is
rcry ddqdt f6 hds," sld
Blactg c Wdtlm nsldont-Jug 

b€hg lbl8 to h,srprsa
thlt |mnt dd|tr ls r"Fod
sldl fa lb@l to h!h." 

-

It{cDovi!ed$wfllsm-
tdly pdthcfo dafa o tho
hlmtod;mlqt Itu/|lb
o{fE dU6 qd d!r6s. Be-
mC s leu b6 leo p&tsd
tho currlcullm ln thre€
B61on hiSn rt|mb ud th€
Budatlo slml dl6frb m
tlut H|mtks proj€d.*Ibo 

nEh gul b to bm
about muDd wav6," s.ld
Morcdfth lfqde r grrduio
studot rr BC wbo b loldnc
the bbsetrd6 orrUrtrm
projcl at McDsvltL -Bhd
ffig b mthtrg tb€y lEg
aDds. Butthey@m hr-
terEtod h the ffid d|e tho
sctud bffis."

Tlrc projeas aho hare a a-
H @trlpoiHt As Darf of
Boc*on College's Toob-for Te
mprcgmwhbbbofos
mlddlo $hod sd Ngh $h@l

l*TltS 
phF* thts rem mlosi6atoeollege,sm-

Sffdim wuld [ke !o capure mer-bsuurta.
thef h!er61 with hsrdson Th€ p{rtreEhip between
p-is-l&! 0F bb@ustics fcron ifiUege mil WiOan
pr3Jq1 blT" drcy bome hrbfc SdroJs s-oa " i*
mmGtad by th€ terdml+ yem ago after Ssdlna met
gj Bmen while taking his €dr
.-Lssa_,woek, Agr] Saran edonal rechnologrils.
lowrd tho--r@ech flUeds Under a soDuate trut
m@ challengtng Ou the &om rhe Natjonal ScLnce
ruJd ma$er. FmdatiorL BC pilotsd 8 *is-
_ rlo 99,!s rere gotrg m molo6r miculum thar at_
ft\f,':s$d 

f 3-)€sdd Susr, lowed Saraina,s stuaents
mo mDed her tsn spot OE studying ele{tuicjty ed mu-
lre W bh@dm. -We 

netlrn to build a *fmi

..dl-qr't qd..the.$rCuX but rc graph. nry *p*J rii"i
baE rnd the local *imograph readins

c{4bquY" with real-tim-e i.t on fiu
. 
BC.'s 

.bioacoustlcs pilot US. Crological S**V;i'W"l
sfndd be @mpleted ln the site.
sprfu.On@th€ofiloilmis The*iseologrffiiculm

Illl34: 9d distrhs u,i[ moaue i, m*tin!wa rnme|a!ocbrefrmsnm_ 25 dlstrk{s.
bo| d3:3 wl orrtcrtu S8rdina sald the ollabore-
PII T lI rhon.prcvide tion prcvftles muing lem-Eemr tahlng on the !eri- ing opportunities for

Walthm sbldents,-BG0m 
ColleF @m6 in

aDd is ablo !o klan E equip-
menr thar Ue city of Walthm
would rever be able to af-
fffd," slE $id. 

*This 
is erc-

thing thar the kkls e reoly
Soing to reremlier."

Ail of rhe projtrts 0t inlo tbe
stal€'s eighth-grad€ earth si-
enm i'amewck.

h additiffi tothebi@B
U6 pnie4 B6ion College
wiil slso be l€adns u ubo
t'ee Inrertryy h tlF stiling.

,pdng hildheld mputeri,
studdts will sesle a GIS me
of neighborhood hes. Th;r
dats wil be shued with tho
MNehwtts DepetDent of
Forostry, which wAnb !o Eu
the aw h Wdthen. Str--
dents witl also wl to cslcu-
lEte envimentsl [npoai o{
t6lnatE'@.

As prt of the National fti-
ence Foundadotr t rant.
B6!on Colbge wil aip be
hGling a4-w€st smrrEr sd-
en@ mp for girls ed stu-
dots of elc ftom B6tdr
ed Walthm. Th€y will wud(
with othq students, sdontists
md leshffi io l6m bw io
w hfmation tehnolog !o
mduct $ietrtiic invesdcs-
tkm.

ln Waltlm, Baret is t8r-
geting strddts .of @16 be-
(nsthey@surdmre-
qcnted ln the scienies.
Ir,liMitis @utfor 35 pq-
@nt of the U5. populadon but
oDly 3 pemt of th€ si@tiflc
wrkforc, mdlng !o Bs-
retL"Ewrytlrlng 

that sppltG for
girts opplies for mlnoride in
msryffi,"hossld-

C@ieSiMkaDqi l t !
News Tltbw $ai u"n;.
Shc @ be readtd qt 751-
398-8009 or csimmons@
@cw

fcorrt nddr Scfol r|t|fg*nfn Erif , Hf, rd Cn D.fm 'mttorthrbtobr rErd t. r&{ sndr tor r ttiraOc rtd |lifr &.b. c.,i;; 
-"- '

studmts lem ibout h@
scb@l wk tsmdEte6 into
(:effi, eothgr grsdust€
sd@tfruBC'srelins
slta ls trrl|Iitg Sardm h e-
r@r d€v€lopsrt.-By 

elghth grade if girls
mn'l htemslod in sdeD@ or
thoy don't * it" th€fr Inter6l
ls pretty much squshed,"
seld Bmetl -HelpLrg 

thon
to bogh ,o thlnl rbout whEf
thoy mlght wert to do eely m
ls e good ldea "

- Ssdim wilrs gilts h ps-
Edltsr !o Bct tlblwd h math
ud sderE b@aw th8! ls
wh@ lh€Jobo rre, slm sdd.-l dml bellere tnarghts rc
math chalenged bu er thb
ag€ they @ lheady st&tins
to nm ofr," db sald. -W6 

e
nndng that phyd6 m oftho
ms omyre afrail ot"

Elghtt Sradm do mt nc-
esssrily realiz€ they sre

rvrHr re wB o@!g uF lflim to Ore
side, thn made my shorldq s@J' Mu-
lirusdd

After the workou{ sixth{ade bud-
di6 cd SE ud Jordy Melsd@ sid lhey

. . ,

Worling with the Srdents Fwided a
ni@ chqtg€ for Cmvu, r,i.ro ma.nv
wwls with adillb or teachm clasg foi
otld perenal hainm.'This 

is r frn, I m baving a blag,"

vctc@6every
@y, 8el m m@ tho tFo hom of
trtrn time - sicing in front of aelevi-
SnSr lmpuleB or vid@ gm6 _ ed
get at lert one hru ofexercise-

For extra enforcement, Mccrail

"l 
hope we have a ple !o srEt&in od

mainlain the prcgru," McGrail said"We 
will have !o eva.luate it ud s how

b k@p it going."
Chulie BreitM ctn be readed.at

5O8-626-'14O7 r tueino@<tam

or sr€ep, but Willie
start at da@ We lx
of here. he sid: the
a.fter wwith remr
that tbey weri s"Ibey'll be buk," hr
plan rc to bead s
Urc cdan ofcffi ls
.ruryd the ntherir
fteuerdpicl€drp.

We drar* hot ofo
ed for the m io rise..
.um to brut 6a
urd6my.

JUS before ws st
fourd aggon glas b
it had cqlre frm a
fshing boet thal h8d
o cipsizod ltr E h
sallsft ir}resal

We st off llu:ou
lrerkqs ad paddkl,
dtetdon ofJapan - rl
nnb. Dad urd I wn
syrdrmiadldleim
my s/hde tc$ wth tr
puubg tri litdo bd
radHrjhailtrn&gs[
mnyMbsdstnta

At fu$ 0p s wis
c8h, but lhe $fud E
eub,s rdmrew
the dep w6lb <if.tbe
ciic Oeah,

Wthln tlre how re
by offslnre borrm
breaftrguclpededly
s lrvlth tlE wav6
orer us, w ahmd ll
other tn thq vrlb)t
mlb. Wo'd flse tb tl
lhort udgrrtMbeidr
sbighbsddmto$e

WHAM!Wowste
& gray wtl ofwtfs. Tbe
@rEd d(m lbo hce.
r o l l e r , r e W a g r i L r
back dom uother
mm€d|rrmi8hoftlnn
slonadrrubmtm

dolqi 'u ,
wErt-At tbe top o{ttxi m
Rog€rpoht€d tryad d!'Heid 

frrts ht" h(
His wrds wre $6tdD
by the next qshhg uv
wffhinE@rdsqrewre
ing.

To be wttinud.
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